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ON THE COVER

Przewalski’s horses,
represented by this
mare and foal from
Orenburg Reserve,
Russia, are a distinct
and endangered lineage
previously thought

to have purely wild
origins. Archaeological
and ancient genomic evidence now reveals
that the earliest domesticated horses found
in the Botai culture, Kazakhstan (5500
years ago), are likely the direct ancestors
of Przewalski’s horses rather than modem
domestic stock. See page 111.
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