
As institutions  committed  to promoting gender equality and the empowerment of  girls and young  women  
through education,   the Consortium of Women’s Colleges is  outraged  at this massive violation of the  rights of  
girls and young women. We believe that boys and girls, women and men are human beings who contribute equally to 
society’s development.

The Consortium of Women’s Colleges condemns the kidnapping of more than 200 Nigerian girls by the extremist /
terror group Boko Haram. In scale and brazenness, this is one of the most serious acts of violence inflicted on 
girls and young women in recent memory. The girls were targeted simply because they are girls who want to 
have an education.  It is ironic that despite the progress made in promoting human rights and gender equality 
globally, women and girls continue to be assaulted, trafficked and enslaved.  This is an alarming development in some 
countries like Nigeria and Afghanistan where armed extremist groups want to impose a backward social order where 
girls and women are deprived of education and other socio economic and political rights and are treated as chattels.    

Schools should be safe and nurturing places where girls and young women are given every opportunity to 
develop their full potentials.  Children are our future  and  every child  whatever  sex, class, color, ethnicity  or 
religion  deserves  the right to  education  in a society  where  they are free from fear ,  violence, and discrimination.

The Nigerian girls whose dreams of a better future were violently snatched away from them represent every 
child, every daughter or sister in every country. We must raise our voices against this unacceptable and intolerable form 
of violence against girls until they are brought back safely to their families and loved ones. Until that day, we will 
continue to pray for the girls’ safe and speedy recovery and for their families who continue to agonize over the fate of 
their daughters.

We demand that the government of Nigeria take decisive steps to rescue the girls immediately. It has been a 
month since they were abducted and we cannot allow this to go on any longer. 

We join the international community in the worldwide campaign, “#BRING BACK OUR GIRLS” by:

1) Writing our Philippine government to express our collective concern over the kidnapping.

Secretary Alberto del Rosario

Department of Foreign Affairs

Roxas Boulevard, Manila

2) Signing a petition  to the Nigerian government   expressing  our deep concern over the kidnapping;

3) Sending expressions  of support  to families of the girls via : #BringBackOurGirls

4) Posting selfies (by individual or groups) with a relevant message expressing  concern about the kidnapping 
and sending these to social media; 

5) Joining the countdown until the girls are released. 

Education, freedom, and justice for all need to become structured realities.
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